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NEWSOM UNVEILS PLAN 


FOR LIFTING SHUTDOWN 


E 6 conditions must be met before altering stay-at-home order 


E Trump says he will speak with all governors to provide guidance 


E Ability to closely monitor, track potential cases is among them 


E San Diego County confirms 6 new deaths, 83 additional cases 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 


SIRENS OF GRATITUDE 


Medical and administrative workers at Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center are treated to a visit Tuesday 
from personnel from the Chula Vista Police Department and the Chula Vista Fire Department who dis- 
played their lights and sounded their sirens in tribute to medical workers fighting the pandemic. 


NAVY: 589 
ROOSEVELT 
SAILORS 
POSITIVE 
FOR VIRUS 


4,000 removed from 
carrier in Guam; 4 
hospitalized, 1 in ICU 


BY ANDREW DYER 


Four sailors on the San- 
Diego based aircraft carrier 
Theodore Roosevelt are in 
the hospital with COVID-19, 
the Navy said Tuesday. One 
is in intensive care. 

The hospital admissions 
come the day after a member 
of the crew died of complica- 
tions of the virus after four 
days in the ICU. The Defense 
Department has not re- 
leased the name ofthe sailor. 

The Navy also said Tues- 
day that 589 of the Roose- 
velt’s crew have tested pos- 
itive for the novel co- 
ronavirus. More than 4,000 of 
the crew have moved off the 
ship into housing on Guam, 
either in private homes or 
hotels. 

The San Diego-based 
carrier has a total crew of 
roughly 4,845 service mem- 
bers, including its embarked 
air wing and command staff. 

The Roosevelt pulled into 
Guam March 26 after several 
sailors on board tested pos- 
itive for COVID-19. 

A letter written by the 
ship’s commanding officer, 
Capt. Brett Crozier, asking 
the Navy for more assistance 
for its sailors was leaked and 
broadly publicized, resulting 
in Crozier’s firing on April 2. 

Days later, then-acting 
Navy Secretary Thomas 
Modly flew to the western 
Pacific island, and in a pro- 
fanity-laced speech over the 
Roosevelt’s public address 


THE NEW NORMAL 


Comfort 
Cubs, 
weighted 
teddy bears 
for families 
suffering 
from trau- 
matic loss, 
are also be- 
ing sent to 
medical 
workers 
dealing with 
the co- 
ronavirus 
crisis. 

JOHN 
GIBBINS U-T 


THERAPEUTIC TEDDY BEARS WILL 
HELP SOOTHE MEDICAL WORKERS 


Local nonprofit, The Comfort Cub, answers hospital requests 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


Marcella Johnson planned to mark 
the 20th anniversary ofher Encinitas- 
based nonprofit, The Comfort Cub, by 
handing out 1,000 therapeutic, weighted 
teddy bears to families suffering from 


traumatic loss. 


Now some of them are headed to 
front-line medical workers dealing with 


the coronavirus pandemic. 


“Hospitals are asking for the Comfort 
Cubs, not for their patients, but for their 
staff,” said Johnson, who started making 
the bears after her son George died from 


after he was born. In the days that fol- 
lowed, she couldn’t understand why her 


arms ached. 


She had what is now known as Takot- 
subo cardiomyopathy, or Broken Heart 
Syndrome, a physiological reaction to 
trauma and grief. Hers was eased unex- 


pectedly when she picked up a terracotta 


flower pot left at George’s grave, clutch- 
ed it to her chest, and felt comforted. 


Johnson made the first teddy bear 


arare genetic bone disorder minutes 


herself, filling it with enough split peas to 
simulate the heft of a newborn. She and 
her husband, Matt, paid to have more 
manufactured and gave them to hospi- 


SEE CUBS ° A8 


BY ADAM BEAM 


SACRAMENTO 

Gov. Gavin Newsom on 
Tuesday outlined a complex 
set of circumstances for the 
state to lift coronavirus re- 
strictions and then de- 
scribed a possible startling 
new normal: temperature 
checks for restaurant cus- 
tomers, staggered start 
times for public schools to 
keep students separated 
and no crowds at sporting 
events, fairs or concerts. 

It was a reality check for 
the state’s 40 million resi- 
dents after days of encour- 
aging reports about the slow 
growth in new cases that 
had many hopeful for a reset 
of public life after a depress- 
ing early spring spent 
mainly indoors. 

But Newsom, who has 
joined a coalition with his 
counterparts in Oregon and 
Washington, said he won’t 
consider loosening the 


state’s stay-at-home orders 
until hospitalizations, par- 
ticularly those in intensive 
care units, “flatten and start 
to decline” for at least two 
weeks. Even then, the gover- 
nor listed six conditions that 
must be met, including ex- 
panded testing, more pro- 
tective equipment for health 
care workers, better treat- 
ment and an improved abil- 
ity to track and isolate those 
who have been infected — all 
things the state has strug- 

SEE CALIFORNIA ° A4 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


BD A6 - Temporary homeless 
shelter at convention center 
set to expand this week. 


B® 81 - Charter school in 
Escondido is delivering food 
to families directly. 


Ø c1- Sellers are taking 
their homes off the market at 
fast pace in San Diego County. 


S.D. COUNTY FAIR 
CANCELED; DEATH 
TOLL EXCEEDS 50 


Health officials can’t 
say when stay-home 
orders will be lifted 
BY GARY WARTH 


The San Diego County 
Fair has been called off until 
2021 in an effort to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
which has claimed an addi- 
tional six local lives, bringing 
to 53 the number ofarea resi- 
dents who have died from 
the virus. 

The Del Mar Fair Board 
made the unanimous deci- 
sion to cancel the fair on 
Tuesday following the an- 
nouncement of additional 


state prohibitions on mass 
gatherings. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom had 
said earlier in the day that 
the prospect for mass 
gatherings was “negligible 
at best” until there is a vac- 
cine for the coronavirus and 
herd immunity. 

“So large-scale events 
that bring in hundreds, 
thousands, tens of thou- 
sands of strangers, all to- 
gether across every conceiv- 
able difference, health and 
otherwise, is not in the cards 
based upon our current 
guidelines and current ex- 
pectations,” he said. 

Fair Board President 
Richard Valdez said the de- 

SEE COUNTY • A6 


AIRPORT EXPERIENCING 
HUGE DROP IN REVENUE 


$3B plan to expand 
facility’s Terminal 1 
could be delayed 
BY LORI WEISBERG 


With less than half the 
scheduled flights taking off 
here in early April and more 
of the same anticipated as 
the coronavirus scare plays 
out across the world, San Di- 
ego’s international airport is 
facing a deep dive in 
monthly revenues that is 
forcing it to slash expenses 
and possibly delay the start 
late next year of a $3 billion 


project to expand its aging 
Terminal 1. 

The airport’s largest air- 
line, Southwest, has already 
cut by half the number of 
flights scheduled across its 
system in June, and by to- 
day, all three of San Diego’s 
once-popular overseas 
flights — to London, Frank- 
furt and Japan — will have 
ended. 

Even more startling are 
stats released by the Trans- 
portation Security Adminis- 
tration, which reported that 
officers screened just 102,184 
people at U.S. airport check- 
points on Monday — anearly 

SEE LINDBERGH ° A9 


PANDEMIC WILL MEAN BILLIONS IN TAX REVENUE LOSSES, 


Plummeting sales 
will have big impact 
on agencies, cities 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON 
SMITH 
Government services 


funded with sales-tax reve- 
nue could be hit hard as San 


back on retail spending 
amid the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

The region could lose 
more than $7 billion of 
roughly $60 billion in annual 
sales-tax revenue this year 
if the economic upheaval 
continues through the mid- 
dle of May, according to a 
newreport by the San Diego 
Association of Govern- 


“We still don’t know how 
long this is going to last,” 
said SANDAG Executive 
Director Hasan Ikhrata. 
“We could go anywhere from 
amild recession to a depres- 
sion.” 

All of the region’s 18 cit- 
ies are now Staring at siz- 
able budget deficits. San Di- 
ego Mayor Kevin Faulconer 
tried to partially patch his 


800 workers but rescinded 
the move after labor offi- 
cials filed an official griev- 
ance. 

SANDAG’s report — po- 
tentially the first in a series 
— is intended to help local 
governments plan for such 
tough budget decisions in 
the coming months. The 
agency analyzed sales data 
by industry so that cities 


SANDAG SAYS 


how hard they will be hit. 

Specifically, cities that 
rely on tourism, hospitality 
or auto sales could be in for 
a tough year. All three in- 
dustries are currently fac- 
ing a 75 percent drop in 
sales. 

This situation could be 
particularly troubling be- 
cause city budgets have re- 
lied so heavily on taxing re- 


Corzetti — flat, round pasta coins that boast a 
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